Sunday, April S3, 1940 



Dear Cameron, 

It 1 eaa't bet paid ©a time I guess se'll have to tall it quits* I knew 
tbat you fallows have many problems and worries. But 1 gust mm*% 
l» stand having to emaplain weakly that I haven't been paid. How, in spite of 
several 0 omplainte ( you are at least two weeks behind in what 1 get 
regularly sad you owe me for several spatial assignments. 



■■ 1 you art doing a swell Job. 1 think the magazine tea improved weekly. 

I like It and I an doing all I tan to boost it. Bat God} hew haphazard everything 
I'vt had any contest with is. Isoldes themoney that 1 don't get do you realise 
hew many times I have asked to have the things X promised to return seat 
hath to me? And -net one has earns baek, Last time 1 was in to see Harris it wss 
ted enough to have to fate the anger Gilmore Is ft behind, but it was worse 
not to have the little pictures 1 had premised to return, last nig ht j mi asked 
for the memo on the Fa Follette record which I sent in with the pictures on 
the Wage-Hour story, 1 was also asked whether the pictures were satisfactory, 
when they would b® returned and if they were satisfactory. These things are, 

I admit, unimportant, but they are likewise unnecessary. 

T© add to this there ia the unpleasantness of not having stuff used a nd net 
knowing why. I don't want your money for nothing; I want to earn it. little 
as it is. But when week after week I send in stuff that I sever hear about and 
never see ia print I am annoyed. At least I want to know what, if anything, 
is wrong about it. At the beginning of our relatione I told you that there 
were many 1! tie things I might be able to do that I'd be gaM to-and am I 
didn't say that I wanted cash in advenes. As a resent axemple-your poll-tax 



statistics were two years olio r than I could hays given you overnight, had 
I known. I ©ouli Move giyenmyou additional iatormatisn for your fort story. 
Maybe yon don’t want this, but than don’t yon think yon ought to lot no know 
*»** sataetly what yon do want of no? 



Another ©plaint Id with reference to the Bata • story Z haws bean trying to 
persuade yon to woo. Yon hay* sonar gl van no an answer. I hay® to on successful 
thao far in hawing the boat staff kept far yon. Yon told no throe weeks ago 
that yon woro going to hay# a staff ooaferameo and then lot no know, Yot last 
night I hoard yon wore sending eome one down for thin story. If yon do 
got about what tho otoera who hay© writ tan of this got* « littlo plee|§ 
what yon want. 






I’m serious about this, Cameron. I repeat I*» all for yon, I don’t moan any 
©f ny criticisms personally, for I non imagine tho burden yen are under, Bnt 
1 went yon to understand ns. Unless 1 ean sxpeot to got paid regularly and ons 
tine, and unless we ©an cooperate bettor, I ’a going to look elsewhere, Fiona# 
eond an ell tho dough yen owe m right away. fhe grand jnry reopeaa toaorrow 
and I*» going to need it, 1 hove received pretty good information that they am 
going after me instead of th Bios agent* 



Last week 1 told you I was going to look farther Into tho rumor that me 
Workers Alliance was going into the CIO, 1 hoys b on able to find nothing to 
corroborate this and some to indicate that it is unlikely* The same rumor 
was heard before the last CIO convention, and at the conyenthon those in tho 
CIO who Lewis held down desired this, but he and his people frowned upon it. 
Lesser seems to be unpopular on the Sill, end it *e@as that the CIO is afraid 
of haring him up there. They also sens aflaid of the red label, ©yea though 
Hsbr. Benjamin resigned. Yet I belies© thft Lewis is rosily eyeing the Workers 



Alliance seriously. Be is looking towers a third perty, X be Hava, sad want# 
them i$ Ms gang* The Youth Congress is with him, ad sow the Rational Sagro 
Congress is also. Bis speech sad bis extemporaneous remarks attar ha was given 
the award at the KNC, I believe, wore pointedly political and da finitely 
third-partyieh, The MC is with Ms» completely* You should bare board lbs 
ovation tbay §aee him, and tba applause that followed every mention of Ms mas 
afterwards* 

As X told you it would be, this WtQ was quits an affair* It was the best run 
and the stoat successful of thsaany sueh congresses and conventions fehxt that 
have been held be re* Ybs only discordant not# was the rots vicious red-baitt fig 
of A, .Philips Randolph, and that had tbs opposite effect from whet he expected* 
Randolph is heavily Indebted to Dubloksy, who hooked the union when it was 
in financial difficulties a year ego* following lewis, he got a cold recaption* 
More then half of the audlenes quietly walled out on him, and he was visibly 
disturbed* the answers to Ms speech, particularly John ?* Davis's, sere 
received with attended applauds* Randolph solidified the thinking of the 
assorted workers and intsllaetuala, and, unless there ere & lot of behind the 
seenes manceuvere, the MF will soon be a larger, stronger and acre 
potest organization, with a good shares fbr real influence in the resting election 
The emphasis was on the pollutes repeal ( you should have had seme copies Of 
that issue here }, peonage { that, too }, increased relief and WPA, and peace. 

eace was what was biggest in the speeches and discussions. Every speaker 
who suggested thatbwe were ret golrgto war bed his next few sentences 
drowned out .The amazing enthusiasm with which collaboration with the CIO 
was received, I believe, is a good indication that, at election time, many 
of the 4,000,000 Regroe will be willing to follow Lewis’ lead* If even a 
fair number of them do, and are Joined by a fair Bomber ©f the 4,000,000 in 
tba Youth Cone re s end a Me husk of the 4*000*000 In the 0X0, Lewie will 
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her® ft large third party or will be the deciding factor between the major 
parties. 



?hle past week the appointment of a eeeretary to the special to committee 
investigating wire-tapping wan announced, fhe significant thing is that 
the papers carried the story that ton Lowentoal, who has been directing the 
Railroad investigating eommittoe of the Senate, wee not appointed. Lowenthal, 
well-known and reepected hare, was believed to have origlanted some of the 
stories about the FBI and Soever. Lowenthal had been recommended by tort 
Wheeler, chairman of toe committee of which the wire-topping committee le a 
subcommittee. It le unusual that hie nominee did not get the job. The answer - 
In that Attorney General Jackson ( who has not yet released the Detroit 
report by Sehwoiahaut} oppose* lowenthal. Also significant le the fact that 
three investigators were loaned to the ooanittee by toe topertment of Justice, 
to Marphey told Die a when he turned down Dies -equeat, this is never done. 

So, of the investigators on toe eoosaittee, torse out of five came from toe 
agency assumed to be toe one in need of investigation. 

°ae of toe more serious problems here and in the pacific northwest is one of 
which * have seen no mention in toapapers, There are not enough ships to 
move cargoes there, and Imnhe mills and factories are closing down, resulting 
in wide-epread unemployment* there. Most affected are, of course, to* largest 
CIO unions out there, for all, of whom this is a crucial timovtoe Mm* Long- 
shoremen, the lumberworkers, etc. There used to be enough shins' as that 
toe northwest could ship south on the Pacific Coast and to toe East coast. 

However, when the administration allowed toe transferlns? of regestry to 

the shipowners, 

Panamanian -md similar flags, s**x*»n»na**p»» i B order to get in on toe gravy. 




put their ships is the foreign twade. 



Mueh of t is trouble could tee remedied by the Maritime Goaaaission, which 
h*s not only dons nothing bat seems to hare resisted efforts to get ships for 
the domes tie trade* There are lots of ships that could tee reoutfitted la a short 
tlas end at aot too great expense* These, however, the Maritime Goanission 
will aot £et in to the domestic trade. 



One of the other euHuuii of this difficulty is that some of me domestic a 

market that is this lost 1# lost to the Japanese. If yea are interested in 

this Barold Priehett is perhaps more acquainted with the problem that anyene > 
else* 



I wa® up homo whoa admiral faaeeig predicted war with Japan whili trying^;;- 
gat a larger Hary approppiatioa.faaxiflw Upon my return I was surprised by the 
universal skepticism of the correspondents aad various others to whom i spoke 
oa the Hill* mile the Hat? said it did not approve his statements no one 
said they didn’t a prove hie plea for the increases in the navy for which the 
increased appropriation was intended. There is a likelihood that he would tee 
beea disciplined for his conduct had it aot be approved in advance* whether or 
aot his remarks had the sanction of the admin strati oa he was certainly 
speaking their mind. There Is a great apathy here about saving lurope’s 
"democracy**. The most likely way of getting «. m the w*r i, the Bast, 
Enough protecting the Dutch poesesslons trm the Japanese* When, following 
the Japanese announcement that their interests la the products of the Dutch 
possession* was such that, in the event of Dutch iavovirsmeat in lurepe, they 
iwmld guarantee receiving thair supplies, Hull announced that we would not 
tolerate possession or oecupatioa, he made a statement so strong that it ie, 
in diplomatic tome, a declaration that wo would feel bound to take measures 
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sot necessarily shortnof war* It was a much stronger statement than vu 
required by the situation. 



** Mellette tarings, which util he held beginning early next month, 

•re going to be • real sellout from efceh I have been able t» learn# f be y 
•r» going t© take testimony from *e*pe*f-b w oitnoeeee eg how to settle the 
problem of the migratory workers, Ihe solution the commit tssmls going to 
propose f confidentially, unless pen So a story on the she Is thing) is 
that the government rent land from the planters sad rerent It to the landlord** 
tenants, fhey will separate the tenants ixtsxix , that is* keep them out of 
settlements. On the tenants land ( to be restricted to S aeroo ) he will- be 
allowed to grow anything ho wants in the times when he is not working* the 
eateh is this: when he is not working there will be netting bo sen do because 
sit the time® he should work his own lend he will be working f or others, add 
at the times he Is met working for other* there is nothing ho will ho 
able to do on his own land* Also* on such a small tract, he will be able to 
do little more than grown seme track produce for himself, in Missouri the 
fatso Security Administration had and started a program of 5Q«ocre~ farm 
settlements, where the fa-mere would have enough land to be real f amors and 
^h®ro they would live in defiant home®, $$te planters put the heat on end now 
th® plots are S-S acres, thus the problem is still unsolved* and thus, after 
the la toilette committee finishes Its hearings that are about to begin, 
the solution* if any, will not have been advanced. Plana do not call for ealliig 
union experts in these hearings. However, there is a greet Uklihood that the 
record will be usable for the large farm corporations. 
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Meanwhile, the record of the California hearings is not being circulated, 
although to my knowledge at least 3 volumes have bean returned by the 
government Printing Office* Many organisations are looking for this record for 
material in their current legislative work, hut cannot get it. 



One of the problems seems to be whether or not the committee will flag that 



"reds" or agitators are responsible for all or part of the California problem* 



Boh Lamb has returned from California and Sea token a job with the Farm Security 
Administration, 



There is e good chance that Dies went too far on his recent lexicon buret* Wei 
only has there been considerable resentment at the medllng in the internal 
affairs of another and friendly country, but even the right-winger* are sore. 
There is a fascist revolution in preparation. Dies knows about it. He supreesed 
information about it and whitewashed some of the participants . Much of the 
preparation has been In his territory. Also, he has, I h»ve been reliably 
informed, oil company connections, lames ford. Communist vice-presidential 
candidate, promised the National Kegre Congress last night that within 
several weeks he would expose Dies participation in the Mexican fascist 
revolution that seems to be just over the howizon. ford he* juet returned 
from Mexico. Dies has scheduled his "hearings'* on Mexico for two weeks before 
the Mexican election* He will hold them on the bonder* He cannot subpena wit- 
nesses from Mexico, so he will listen only to those who want to fill the 
record with their opinions-which means a nti -admlni stration people. 



Inclosed is an excerpt from the Congressional Record which I thought you might 
Want to add to your files on the FBI, 
let me hear from you soon* 



Harold neisberg 




